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consider and of the relevant points made by'applicant and that, while the existence of 
sensor reflectivity may not be the issue here, the obviousness of utilizing that 
reflectivity in the manner of the present invention for the purposes of the present 
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invention clearly is a key issue. For example, as pointed out in applicant's preceding 
response, why one of ordinary skill in the art would find it obvious to abandon the 
light transmissive arrangement of Holzl and adopt the light reflective arrangement, as 
is require for proper establishment of a prima facie case of obviousness. This 
question remains unaddressed by the Examiner in any meaningful manner. Likewise, 
the Examiner failed to address applicant's position that the Examiner has not 
addressed the fact that using a reflective approach would require an entirely different 
positioning of the two sensors relative to each other and the light source (compare 
Figs. 3 & 4 of the present application and Figs. 2 & 3 of Holzl) which, in turn, affects 
packaging of the components and how they would be usable on the shafts being 
aligned. 

Furthermore, the Examiner has not addressed the fact that no evidence has been 
found by her which would indicate that anyone other the present Applicant recognized 
that sufficient light can be reflected from the surface of a first optoelectronic sensor to 
be received upon the surface of a properly positioned second optoelectronic sensor to 
enable the second sensor to sense the impinging reflected light and output a signal 
which accurately represents the position of the reflected light (beam) on the second 
optoelectronic sensor or the point noted that prior art optoelectronic sensors are 
provided with an anti-reflection coating to reduce the reflectivity of the sensor, i.e., 
improve the transmittance as required by Holzl, evidence having been submitted that 
revealed more than 1000 patents disclose such coatings for optoelectronic sensors, 
while no evidence whatsoever has been provided by the Examiner which would 
indicate that one of ordinary skill in the art would recognized that the reflective 
characteristics of the surface of an optoelectronic sensor, rather than being an 
undesirable feature (as evidenced by the common use of anti-reflection coatings on 
such sensors) could be used to advantage. 

In order to assist the Examiner in recognizing the true fact that the present 
invention is an unobvious departure from the teachings of the prior art, applicant is in 



PAGE 4/5 • RCVD AT 10/12/2004 12:48:47 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-1/5 * DNI8: 8720306 * C8ID: 2004 101 2124752001 610 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-12 



Docket: 741124-79 
Serial No- 09/817,797 
Page 3 



the process of obtaining declaration evidence from a person knowledgeable about this 
art and the uses of sensors in alignment apparatus* for which reason suspension of 
action upon the requested RCE has been sought. 

It is submitted that the above points demonstrate the inappropriateness of the 
Examiner's positions and the factual declaration will require the Examiner to 
reevaluate her positions unless she can provide evidence, not mere opinions, to 
validate her rejection. 
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